Petition to Yvette D’Ath

Queensland is the only state or territory left which doesn’t give legal protection to journalists for
refusing to name their sources.

A Queensland journalist faces further court action for protecting a confidential source right now.
The protection of sources is a fundamental responsibility for ethical journalism.

Without this protection, whistleblowers and other sources would be more reluctant to provide to
journalists information which is critical for the public’s right to know, to shine a light on injustices
and to hold governments and powerful interests to account. Consequently, our democracy would be
diminished.

‘Shield laws’ allow a journalist to claim legal privilege in order to protect a confidential source. This
privilege may be waived if a judicial officer is satisfied that it is in the public interest to do so.

Every other state and territory, and the Commonwealth, has enacted shield laws, but successive
Queensland governments from both sides of politics have refused to do so.

The Queensland government has acted correctly by withdrawing proposed legislation that would
have further restricted press freedom by jailing or fining journalists for reporting on complaints or
allegations made to the corruption watchdog during election periods.

But the Palaszczuk Government needs to show it is fully committed to the public’s right to know
by protecting journalists who refuse to reveal sources.
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Leanne (Lea) Emery
Sophie Upcroft
Rebecca Hurst
Justin Richardson
Jesse Kuch

Sarah Lunney
Elissa Lawrence
Liliana Molina
Laura Chalmers
Tanya French
Michelle Collins
Thomas Morgan
Leanne Edmistone
Pete Hill
Rosemary Odgers
Jodie O'Brien
Matt Oberhardt
Alex Treacy

Peter Gleeson
Tobias Jurss-Lewis
Anthony Marx
Kristy Symonds
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Danielle O'Neal
Chris Jones

lan Harvey

Robert Warren
Talissa Siganto
Domanii Cameron
Jessica Marszalek
David Terauds
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Judy Rees
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Annie Guest
Lorraine Davies
Mitchell Nugent
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Jan Sweet

Bec Marshall
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Edward Hurcombe
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Sally Schmidt
Mitchell Haginikitas
Judy Cannon
Judith Griffith
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Lisa Johnston
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Jonathan Peter
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Trina McLellan
Sean Corrigan
Sarah Vogler
Jolyon Clarke
Eddie Seymour
Kate Mitchell
Elizabeth Conlan

Sylvi Glasheen

Shiralee Boughen
Dawn Pearce
Alexandra Blucher
Noela Edwards
Anthony O'Donnell
Douglas Smith
Petrina Zaphir
laurie MARTYN
Helen Bender
Rachel Syers
Karen Venables
Simone Marsh
Glen Adams
Kerry Brady

Kevin McDonnell
Bernadette Sinclair
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Bruce Stockwell
Tim Kelly
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Josephine Prowse
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Matt Dennien
Peter Duffy
Margaret Hardy
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Tracey Nayler
Tony Sandaver
Sophie Robertson
Anne Yukich

Greg Keep
Andrew Curthoys
Stuart Layt

Claire Mooew
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Thomas Braun
Robert Reid
Nicole Hegarty
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Carolyn Koroloff
William Farnsworth
Raymond Skipper

Narelle Oliver-
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Jan Lawless

Lisa Reynolds
Pam Maegdefrau
Lynn Bickley
Robert Gould
Neil Rasmussen
Kathleen Skene
merriel hume
William Burgher
Lachlan Hurse
Dereka Ogden
David Stuart
Ryan Taylor
Matthew McKinnon
Stuart Gee

George Roberts

Cameron Atfield
Maureen Martin
Kelseigh Wrigley
Viviane de Graaf
Beth Hall

Monique Suckling
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Susan Fletcher

John Charles TAYLOR
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Marsh

Olive Edwards
jon curran

Helen Stephens
Simon Wood

Vic Liddicoat
Peter BARNES
Benjamin Harlow
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David Walters
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JANICE SUMMERS
Karen Houghton
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Trevor Omara
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Daniela Ruegg
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Douglas Turnbull
Mark Clavell
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Patrick Nolan
Robert Rimmer
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Jacqui Trewin
Boersma Janny
Glen Jordan

Tony Grant-Taylor
Oliver Mason
sharne vogt

John McCollow
Maureen Todhunter
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Thomas Leamon
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carole ferrier
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Ben Grotegoed
Mark Plunkett
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Sylvia Jones
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Mark Taylor

Peter White

Debra Cunningham
Marianne Ehrhardt
Ross Hunter
Graham Busch
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Brian Hobby

Sian Tooker
Annette Shields
Alan Ward
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Kate Kyriacou
Lorna Pye

JOHN GOUNDRY
Maria Pappalardo
michel ebran
Richard Healy
donm
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Justine TRUEMAN
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Gerald Houska
Vivienn Campion
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Michael Brandwood
Roland Loeve

Kate Hutchinson
Jean Edwards
Debra Masters

Dwight Mullaly-
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Amanda Lawson
Matthew Newton
Michael Atkin

Amy Wang
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Josh Robertson
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michael supple snr

Ron Deane
Roger Brown
Danielle Cronin
Margie Riley

Niels Van
Amsterdam

Joy Hinckley
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Eric Scott
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Jan Nary

Kaye Stevenson
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